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Creed, the Lord's 


1 H 'E | 
ORDER OF CONFIRMATION, 


Or laying on of Hands upon thoſe that are hin 
| tized, and come to Years of diſcretion. | 


q Upon the Day appointed, all that are to be then 
confirmed, being placed, and ſtanding in Order 


before the Biſhop; he 


(or ſome other Miniſter 


_ by him) 1 read this Preface followings 


. To the end that 
Confirmation may 
miniſtered to the more 
edifying of ſuch as ſhal] 
Feceive it, the Church 
hath thought good to 
order, that none here- 
after ſhall be confirmed, 
but ſuch as can ſa 

52 
=o and the Ten Com- 
mandments, and .can 
alſo anſwer to ſuch 
other queſtions as in 


the ſhort Catechiſm are 


contained; which order 
is very convenient to be 
obſerved, to the end, 
that child ren 3 now 


- 


A3 


the | 


XE N 4 R K 8. | | 
This Preface ſimply and. plainly orders, that 
all perſons who intend to be confirmed, muſt 


be N 
* . 
by 


that by t 


come to the years of 
diſcretion, and having 
learned what their god- 
fathers and godmothers 
promiſed for them in 
baptiſm, they may them | 
ſelves with their own' 
28 and conſent o- 

pen 0 before the church 
ratify and confirm the 
ſame; and alſo promiſe, 
the grace of 
God they will evermore 
endeavour themſelves 
faithfully to obſerve 


ſuch things as they by 


their own confeſſion 
have aſſented unto. 
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be able to fay the Catechiſm of the er of 
England, underſtand the Promiſes which their 
godfathers and godmothers made in their names 
at their baptiſm, and Oy reſolve: to fulfil 
_ thoſe Promiſes, | 
Prayers may be offered up for infants with 
very good effect. Promiſes may be made in 
their name by ſuch as are authoriſed to act for 
them: eſpecially when the things promiſed 
are for their intereſt, and will be their duty; 
which is the caſe of thoſe promiſes made in baptiſm. 
But no perſ0ns ought to make promiſes for, 
themſelves, till they well underſtand the nature 
of thoſe promiſes, and are capable of forming 
| ſerious refolut ions. Therefore, in the preſent 
caſe, being able to ſay the words of the catechifm 
is by no means enough, without a competent 
knowledge of their meaning, and an intention 
ä of behaving as it requires them. 
Therefore neither miniſters or parents ought 
to be too eager for bringing children very early 
to confirmation: they ſhould firſt teach them 
to know their duty ſufficiently, and reſolve upon 
the practice of i it heartily; then introduce them 
» to this ordinance, But ſince it happens too 
5 frequently, that perſons were not able, or have 


8 * 5 neglected, to apply for confirmation: ſo when- 


ever Ly apply, e as 2 deins it they expreſs a 


deſire ke. 


 ratifying and confirm- 


(rk 


defire to fulfil all righteouſueſi® ; and” may cer= 
tainly receive benefit, both from the profeſſion 

and the prayers, appointed in the ſervice; they 
ſhould not be rejected, but encouraged. 

Only I muſt entreat you to obſerve, that when 
you take thus on yourſelves the engagement of 
leading a chriſtian life, you are to take it once 
for all; and no more think of ever being con- 
firmed a ſecond time, than of being baptized a 
ſecond time. 5 | 


q 7 Then ſhall the Biſhop ſay, 


Do ye here in the |knowledging yourſelves 
preſence of God, and bound to believe, and 
of this congregation, |te do all thoſe things 
renew the ſolemn pro- | which your godfathers 
miſe and vow that was and godmothers then 
made at your Baptiſm ; | undertook for you. 


ing the ſame in your | And every one ſhall 
own perſons, and ac- OM anſwer, Ido. 


' Now the things 1 in your name were, 
to renounce whatever God hath forbidden, to 
believe what he hath taught, and to practiſe what 


he hath commanded. Nobody can promiſe for ; 
infants * that they ſhall do theſe Er 5 


Matth. th, 16. 
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but ns, that they ſhall be inftruted and * 


moniſhed to do chem; and it is | hoped, | not in 
vain, 
If no promiſes had been made in your name 


by your godfathers and godmothers at your bap- 
tiſm, you would ſtill have been bound, as ſoon ' 
as you are capable of knowing your duty, to 
| believe in God, and to obey his commandments, 
But you are more early and firmly bound to 
believe in God and to obey his commandments, | 


not only becauſe your godfathers and godmo- 


thers promiſed that you ſhould do ſo, but be- 
eauſe care has been taken to make you ſenſible 
of your obligation to believe in God and to obey 
dis commandments; and this obligation all per- 
ſions are called upon in the queſtion propoſed by 
. the Biſhop, to ratify and acknowledge. And 
5 great cauſe have you to anſwer 7 do; for doing it 
is e duty, « on which your eternal b de- 


pends. 5 | 
Our firſt 3 even while they were inno- 


1 5 cent, had no title to happineſs, or to exiſtence, 
bdut from God's good pleaſure; and as their ex- 


iſtence and happineſs were conditional, that is, 


=_ - depended on their due obedience to God's com- 
mands; when they fell, and diſobeyed thoſe 


commands, they loft all title to exiſtence and 


buappineſs, and communicated to us a corrupt 
TEES | | „FF 


* 
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and mortal nature. This bad condition we fail 
not, from our firſt uſe of reaſon, to make worſe, 
in a greater or Jeſs degree, by actual tranſgreſ- 
ſions; and ſo perſonally deſerve the diſpleaſure, 
inſtead: of favour of God, who made us. Yet 
we may hope, that, as God is good, be will 
on our repentance forgive us. But then, as 
God is alſo juſt and wiſe, and the ruler of the 
world; we could never know with certainty, - 
what his juſtice and wiſdom, and the honour of 
his government might require of him with res 
ſpe& to ſinners: whether he would pardon hei- 
nous offences; and whether he would reward 
thoſe whom he might be pleaſed not to puniſh. 
But moſt happily the goſpel has cleared up all 
| theſe doubts of unaflifted reaſon: by offering to 
the worſt of ſinners, on the condition of faith in 
__ Chriſt, added to repentance, and productive of _ 
good works, a covenant of pardon for ins paſt, 
affiſtance againſt fin for the future, and eternal 
life in return for a ſincere, — 3 
obedience, 
The method of entering into this covenant is, 

by being baptized, according to the commande 
ol our bleſſed Saviour chimſelf, in the name of the 

| Father, the Son, and the Holy Gb. In this ap- 

pointment of baptiſm, the waſhing with water 

| „ St. Matthew xxviii. 19. 
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aptly Sgnißts, both our promiſe to preſerve ours 
ſelves, with the beſt care we can, pure from the 


_ defilement of ſin, and God's promiſe to conſider 


us, as free from the guilt of fin. Baptiſm then, 


through his mercy, ſecures infants from the bad 
_ conſequences of Adam's tranſgreſſion, by giving 


them a new title to the immortality, which he 
loſt. © It alſo ſecures, to perſons grown up, the 
entire forgiveneſs of their own tranſgreſſions, on 


the terms of belief, repentance, and obedience. 
But then, in order to receive theſe benefits, we 
muſt lay our claim to the goſpel covenant, which 


conveys them: we muſt ratify, as ſoon as we 


are able, what was promiſed in our name by 


our godfathers and godmothers, before we 
were able to promiſe by. ourſelves. For 
if we neglect, and renounce our part of the 
goſpel covenant, we have plainly not the leaſt 


tight to hope that God will perform his part: 


but we remain in our ſins; and, unleſs we re- 
turn from the unrighteouſneſs of our . 


Cbriſ ſball profit us nothing. 8 „ 


: + OG ſee then of what unſpeakable importance 
it is, that we take on ourſelves the vow of our 
| baptiſm. And it is very fit and uſeful, that we 
| ould take it in ſuch form and manner as _ : 


2 Gal, v. 2. 


ſerviee 


4 


ſervice preſcribes. It is fit, that when 1 | 
have been properly inſtructed , by the care of their 
parents, friends, and miniſters, they ſhould with 
5 Joyful gratitude acknowledge them to have faith- 
fully performed that kindeſt duty. It is fit, that 
before they are admitted by the church of Chriſt 

to the holy communion, they ſhould give public 
aſſurance to the church of their chriſtian belief, 
and chriftian purpoſes. This ceremony may alſo 
be extremely uſeful to themſelves. For conſider: 
young perſons are juſt entering into a world of 
temptations, with no experience, and little 
| knowledge to guard them; and much youthful 
raſhneſs to expoſe them. The authority of 
others over them is beginning to leſſen, their 
_ own paſſions to increaſe, evil communication to 
have great opportunities of corrupting good man- 
ners *; and ſtrong impreſſions, of one kind or 
another, will be made on them very ſoon. What 
can then be more neceſſary, or more likely to 
preſerve their innocence, than to form the moſt 
deliberate reſolutions of acting right; and to de- 
clare them in a manner, thus adapted to move 


them at the time, and be remembered by them 


A afterwards: in the preſence of God, of a 
* of his miniſters, a and of a * congre- 


| ® z Cor, XV. 52. 
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gation of his dap aſembled with more than 


_ uſual ſolemnity for that very purpoſe? 


- But then you, who are to be confirmed, muſt 8 


; either do your own part, or the whole of this 
preparation will be utterly thrown away upon 
you. If you make the anſwer, which is directed, 


without ſincerity, it is lying to God: if you 


make it without attention, it is trifling with 
bim. Watch over your hearts therefore, and 
let them go along with your lips. The two ſhort. 
words, I ds, are ſoon ſaid; but they comprehend 
much in them. Whoever uſes them on this 


occaſion, ſays in effect as follows: «« do 
«« heartily renounce all the unlawful pleaſures 
« of the world; all the immoral gratifications of 
« the fleſh. 7 as ſincerely believe, and will 


46 conſtantly profeſs, all. the articles of the 
* chriſtian faith. 7 do firmly reſolve to keep 
MX all God's commandments all the days of my 
« life; to love and honour him; to pray to 
. him, and to praiſe him daily in private; to at- 
4 tend conſcientiouſly. on the public worſhip 
4 and inſtruction, which he hath appointed; 


« to approach his holy table; to ſubmit to his 


V bleſſed will meekly and patiently in all things; 
2 to ſet him ever before my eyes, and acknow- - 
IN OP * him 3 In all my * 4 40 further re- 


e 


* 


6 a) 


« ſolve, in the whole courſe of my behaviour 


« amongſt my fellow-creatures, to do juſtly, love 


« mercy*, ſpeak truth, be diligent and uſeful in 


« my ſtation, dutiful to my ſuperiors, con- 
e deſcending to thoſe beneath me, friendly to 
« my equals; and to do unto all men, as I would 
e they ſhould do unto met. Further, Ido reſolve, 


ein the government of myſelf, to be modeſt, 


c ſober, temperate, mild, humble, ' contented; 
« to reſtrain every paſſion and appetite within 


« due bounds; and to ſet my heart chiefly, not 


on the ſenſual enjoyments of this tranſitory 
„ world, but, on the ſpiritual and eternal happi- 
« neſs of the world to come. Laſtly, I do re- 
« ſolve, whenever I fail in any of theſe duties, 
4 as J am ſenſible I havg, and muſt fear I ſhall, 
«to confeſs it before God with unfeigned con- 
« cern, to apply for his promiſed pardon in the 
« name of his bleſſed fon, to beg the promiſed 
« aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit ; and through bis 
ec 2 to watch over my * with. nee 


44 care.“ 


Oyſerve then: it is not 3 and me- 


lancholy, which religion enjoins; it is not uſe- 
leſs auſterity, and abſtinence from things lawful 


and ns it is not EE waer and ap- 


* Mic, Yi . | t Sh, Luke vi, 305. S 
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. tures; it is not unmeaning or merely outward 
forms and ceremonies; much leſs is it bitterneſs 


againſt thoſe who differ from you. But the 


| | practical and ſubſtantial duties are the things to 
which you bind yourſelves, when you pronounce 


the awful words, I do. Utter them then with 


the trueſt ſeriouſneſs; and ſay to yourſelves, each 


of you, afterwards, as Moſes did to the Fews, 
thou haſl'avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, 


t wall in his ways and keep his flatutes, and to 
f Biearten to his voice and the Lord hath avouched F 


thee this day to be his; that thou ſhoulaf keep all his 


commandments, and be holy unto the Lord thy God, 
43 be hath polen. It is a certain truth, call it 
therefore often to mind, and fix it in your ſouls, 
that if breaking a ſolemn promiſe to men is a ſin; 


breaking that, which you make thus deliberately 


| to God, would be unſpeakably a greater fin, 


But let us now proceed to the next part of the 


EEG. Ser: in which after you have acknowledged 
and ratified the vow of your baptiſm, prayers 
are offered up, that God would confirm _-_ 
'  ftrengthen you in your good purpoſe: 
Wich account this appointment is called c con- 


4.5 


— 


- Scripture teaches, and fad experience proves, 


| 5 1 88 of our ſelves we can ao nothing z 3 are not fu 4 * 


beat vc 374 36, 13. 
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client for che diſcharge of our duty, without 


God's continual aid: at the ſame time you muſt 


not forget, that God has promiſed to give his 


: grace to thoſe who ſerve him faithfully, and 


ſtrive to deſerve it by obeying his commands, 
To unite chriſtians together, and incline 


them more to aſſemble for public worſhip, our 


bleſſed redeemer hath eſpecially - promiſed, that 
where two or three of them are gathered together in 
his name, he will be in the midſt F themx. And 


Further ſtill, to promote a due regard in his peo- 


ple to their teachers and rulers,. the facred writ- 
ings aſcribe a peculiar efficacy to their praying 


over thoſe who are committed to their charge. 
Even under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, the family of 


Aaron were told that them the Lord had ſeparated to 


upon the children of Iſrael, and I will bleſs them. 


miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in the name of the 
Lord : and they ſball put my name, ſaith God, 


No wonder then, if under the chriſtian diſpen- 


ſation we read, cc Now when the Apoſtles which | 
« were at Jeruſalem heard that (the new baptiſed - 


converts of) Samaria had received the word of 


«© God, they ſent unto them Peter and Jobm, who, © 


« when they were come —_—_ r 8 


9 John xv. 5—2 Cor. iii. 5. 5. ge” Matth, xviii. 20. 3 
1 Deut. x. 8. xxi, 5. Eh Numb, vi. 27. | 
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cc « they might, receive the Holy Ghot; ; then laid their 


"Therefore, in compliance with theſe great 
authorities, here is, on the.. preſent occaſion, a 
number of young diſciples, about to run the 
ſame common race, met together to pray for 


them ſelves and one another; here is a number 


| of elder chriſtians, who have experienced the 
= - dangers of life, met to pray for thoſe who are 
_ juſt entering into life; hete are alſo God's 


. # | Minifters, purpoſely come, to intercede with 
a him in their behalf; and ſurely we may hope, 
that their joint and fervent ae, will avail, - 


1 be . ot ie 1 * 
bt N . Biſhop, 3 505 
== TOUR help is. in the Anſw. Henceforth, 
2 name of the Lord; world without end. 


Anſwer. Who "ap | Biſhop. Lord, . 


N heaven and earth. | our prayers; 
| Biſhop... Blefled be Anſw. And let our 


1 | 
the name of the Lord. {ery come unto thee, Ze 


They begin, as Sos . with . 

ö et in the words of ſcripture ; our help i is in 
the name of the Lord, who hath made heaven and 

earth; in gratitude to God's mercy for beſtowing 


js 


2 the grace which we require, they add, Bleſſed 


ll be 'the name of the Lord, henceforth world without 


NOR $7 ee 0 1 


« hands on them, and they received the Holy GH *. 
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end, and 1aſtly, in confidence of his goodneſs, 
they intreat him, Lord bear our N and let 
our cry come unto thee, 


£ Biſhop. Let us pray. 


ALMIGHTY and j and daily increaſe in 
everliving God, who | them thy manifold gifts 
haſt vouchſafed to re- | of grace; the ſpirit of 
generate theſe thy ſer- | wiſdom and underſtand- 
vants by water and the | ing, the ſpirit of coun- 


| Holy Ghoſt, and haſt | ſel and ghoſtly ſtrength, 


a. unto thei for- 
1 of all their 
| fins; ſtrengthen them, 
we beſeech thee, O 


Lord, with the Holy 


the ſpirit of knowledge 
and true godlineſs; and 


fill them, O Lord, with 


the ſpirit of thy holy 
fear, now and for erer, | 


Ghoſt the Comforter, | 


A Mens 


* theſe words are meant, that all chriſtians ; 
who are the ſervants of God in Chriſt, are en- 
titled by baptiſm, to receive the grace of the holy 
ſpirit, and the benefits of the chriſtian covenant, 
which is called in ſcripture regeneration or news 
neſs of life; in which God will conſider them, ; 
| while they keep their engagements, with pecu- 
liar love as his dear children. When it is added, 
| that he hath given unto them forgiveneſs of fins, it 
means, that he hath given them aſſurance of for- 


giveneſi on the gracious terms of the goſpel. But ; 43 
let no perſons miſunderſtand this expreffion im 
the ſervice, ſo as to delude themſelves with a fatal 


ag | | 1 : Aegina . 


— 


5 186 5 5 


11 that nn ſaid over 8 can 
poffibly convey to them a pardon of ſins for 
which they are not truly penitent, and which 
- they do not intend to forſaxe. When the Biſhop 
continues ffrengthen them O Lord with the Holy 
ben the comforter, he requeſts God to ftrengthen 
_#hem againſt all temptations, and ſupports them 
under all afflictions by the Holy Ghoſt the comforter: 
he concludes this prayer with ſome petitions for 
an increaſe of God's mercy. The meaning of 
which is to confer on them a ſpirit of wiſdom to 


A aim at the right end, the ſalvation of their ſouls, 


and of underſtanding to purſue it by right means: 
of counſel to form good purpoſes: and of gho/tly 
or ſpiritual Arengtb, to execute them; of uſeful 
Inowledge in the doctrines of religion, and true 
godlineſs, diſpoſing them to a proper uſe of their 
religious knowledge, that they may join faith 
and good works, and bring forth fruits meet for 


5 80 repentance; but chiefly though laſtly, that they 


may be filled with the ſpirit of God's holy fear + 
with that awful reverence of him, as the greateſt 
and pureſt and beſt of beings; which will effec- 
tually excite to whatever they are concerned to 
3 ts or r do, for the your of. the Lord is the a : 


& | 
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- Having concluded this prayer for them all in 
general, the biſhop lays his hands on each of 
their heads, and then implores for- them the 
divine protection and care in the following 
words: : | | 


I q Then all of them in order kneeling before the 
Biſhop, he ſhall lay his hand upon the uns 
of every one ſeverally, ſaying, 


DEFEND, O Lord, | unto thy everlaſting 
this thy Child (or this | kingdom. Amen. 9 
#by ſervant) with thy 3 
heavenly grace, that he Then fall he N ſo * 
may continue thine for | The Lord be with you, 
ever, and daily increaſe] Anſ. And with thy 


in thy Holy Spirit more | Spirit, 


and e until he come | d 


The ceremony of laying on of hands has been 
uſed from the earlieſt ages, by religious perſons, 

when they prayed for God's blefling on any one; 
uſed by our Saviour, who, when children were 
brought to him, that he ſhould put his hands on them, 


and pray, and bleſs them, was much diſpleaſed® © 


with thoſe who forbad it; uſed by the Apoſtles, 


| after converts were baptized +; ; reckoned in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews as a part of the foundation 


of the chriſtian profeſſion t conftant] y praQtiſed, 


* Math. xix. 1z, e x. 13, 16, 
1 See Acts xix, 1 Heb. vi. . 
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: and bighly Ms in the n from that 
yp" to this. | 


The laying on of the hand tural y a 


5 good will and good wiſhes in the perſon who 


doth it; and in the preſent caſe is further in- 


tended, as you will find in one of the following 


prayers, to certify theſe, to whom it is done, of 
God's favour and gracious goodneſs towards them: 


of which goodneſs they will continually feel the 


effects, provided, which muſt always be under- 


Rood, that they preſerve their title to his care by 


2 due obedience to his laws. This, it muſt be 


-" owned, is a truth: and it may as innocently be 
Lignified by this ſign as by any other, or as by 
any words to the ſame purpoſe. Further efficacy 
is not to be aſcribed to it: nor are you to. con- 
fider biſhops, as having or claiming a power, 
in any caſe, to confer bleſſings arbitrarily on 

- whom they pleaſe; but only as petitioning God 


for that bleſſing from above which he alone can 


* 


give. Not that you are to expect, on the per- 


formance of this good office, any ſudden and | 
' ſenſible change in your hearts, giving you, at 
once, a remarkable ſtrength or comfort in piety, 
which you never felt before. But you may rea- 
ſonably promiſe yourſelves, from going through ; 
it with a proper diſpoſition, greater meaſures, 
when ea oe 3 _ of ſuch divine 
aſſiſtance 4 


1 
| affftance 28 will be needfu] for your ſupport wth 


orderly growth i in every virtue of a chriſtian li 
The laying on of hands being finiſhed, 


public devotions as are ſuitable to the ſolemnity. 
The firſt of theſe is the Lord's Prayer : a form 
ſeaſonable always, but peculiarly now; as every 
petition in it will ſhew e every one who con- 
ſiders it. 


1 And (all kneeling FRE the Biſhop ſhall add, | 


Let us Pray. 


OUR Father, which | and forgive us our r treſ- 
art in heaven, hallowed | paſſes, as we forgive 
de thy name; thy king- | them that treſpaſs a- 

come; thy will be gainſt us; and lead us 


in heaven: give us this | but deliver us from evil, 
day our Wy bread ; Auen. SLE 


- In the n next place, more eſpecial fuppljuntions | 
it are poured forth, for the perſons particularly 


concerned, to him who alone can ene them 
:bathto will and to do what i is go 


«aff And this Collect. 


ALMIGHTY and | that be good ard 20k | 
everliving God, who | ceptable unto thy divine 


| makeſt us both to will | majeſty; we make our 


| and to do thoſe * | bumble. ſupplications | 


: . 


* 
| biſhop and congregation mutually recommend 
each other to God, and return to ſuch joint and 


one in earth, as it is] not into temptation, 


IC . 
8 


thy holy A 


fatherly hand, we be- 
ſeech thee, ever be over 


vouchſafe, we beſeech | 
_ thee, to direct, ſancti- 


5 n the works of thy 
J Thenthe Biſhop ſhall bleſs them, ſaying thus, 


4 5 Alm ghty, 


unto thee for theſe thy 
» ſervants, upon whom 
(lter the example of 
poſtles) we 
have now laid our hands 
to certify them (by this 
ſign) of thy favour and 
gracious goodneſs to- 
wards them. Let thy 


"F 0 * 55 
rit ever be with them; 


and ſo lead them in the 
and obedi- 


— 


knowledge | 
ence of thy word, * 
in the end th 

obtain everlaſting lg 
through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt 


liveth and reigneth ever 


one God world with - 


. let thy holy ſpi- 


out end. Amen, 


. 


This petition is followed by a more general 5 


O ALMIGHTY: 
and Everlaſting God, 


fy, and govern both our 
hearts and bodies in the 
ways of thy laws, and 


prayer for them and the reſt of the congregation. 


commandments; 3 that 
through thy moſt migh- 
ty protection, both here 
and ever, we may be 
preſerved in body and 
ſoul through our Lord 
and Saviour 


Chriſt. Amen. 


. us | 


Tux blefling of God | Ghoſt be upon you and 


1 This bleſing will certainly abide with you, 
. unleſs, by wilful ſin or groſs negligence, you 
keject or abuſe it. And in that caſe, you muſt 
= not . chat your hag or wr confirmas | 


K 


the Father, | remain with you" for 
* Son, and the Holy ever. Amen. 4 


4 


tion, or the prayers of the biſhop, or the church, 
or the whole world, will do you any ſervice. 
Nothing but repentance through the merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and forſaking your ſins, will be of 
any ſervice to deliver you from the puniſhment 
due to your ſins: On your own care and atten- 
tion your future happineſs or miſery, both in 
this life and the world to come, depends. 
Not that, with our beſt care, we can avoid 
_ ſmaller faults; and if we intreat pardon for them - 
in our daily prayers, and faithfully ſtrive againſt 
them, we are aſſured, that they will be forgiven. 
But groſs and habitual fins we may, through 
God's help, avoid; and if we fall into them, we 
| forfeit our title to ſalvation at the ſame time. 
Vet even then our cafe is not deſperate: and let 
us not make it ſo, by thinking it is: for, through | 
the grace of the goſpel, we may ſtill repent and 
amend, and then be forgiven. But I beg you 
to obſerve, that, as continued health is vaſtly 
preferable to the happieſt recovery from ſickneſs; 
ſo is innocence to be preferred to the trueſt re- 
; pentance, If we ſuffer ourſelves to tranſgreſs 
our duty; God knows whether we ſhall have 
time to repent: God knows whether we hall 
have a heart to amend. At beſt we ſhall have 
| loft, and more than loſt, the whole time that 


| we been going bag: whereas we have all 
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